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The CPAC Foundation’s Center for Legislative Accountability is proud to present our
Ratings of the States. Like our Ratings of Congress, CPAC's Foundation’s Ratings of
the States are meant to reflect how elected officials view the role of government in
an individual’s life. We begin with our philosophy (conservatism is the political
philosophy that sovereignty resides in the person) and then apply the proper role of
government (its essential role is to defend Life, Liberty and Property).

The Left has stormed our nation’s corridors of power to take control over the lives of
every American. Now, they have set their sights on the states, freedom’s last line of
defense.

President Lincoln once said, “America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we
falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.” The Left’s
agenda dismantles the vision of our founders when they pledged their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred honor.

We hope these Ratings will empower each and every American to hold their officials
accountable and to rally behind the conservative champions who defend our
freedoms in statehouses around the country.

Sincerely,

Matt Schlapp
Chairman, CPAC
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The Center for Legislative Accountability (CLA), an initiative of the CPAC
Foundation, is the premier organization for holding lawmakers
accountable. The CLA produces the longest-running conservative
congressional scorecard and our state program is the only one in the
nation that scores all 8,000 lawmakers in the 50 states across every policy
area. 

In 1971, ACUF launched its Ratings of Congress to provide a comprehensive
evaluation of the voting records of every Member of Congress. The
Ratings quickly became considered the “gold standard” and over the
following decades have been utilized by activists, voters, academics and
elected officials to determine which lawmakers best adhere to
conservative principles.

In 2011, these Ratings were expanded into state legislatures as part of a
five-state pilot program. By 2015, Ratings of the States grew to include all
50 states and all 99 legislative chambers. Today, the CLA annually analyzes
over 105,000 pieces of legislation to issue scores for all of America’s
federal and state lawmakers and presents awards to lawmakers who score
80% or better in recognition of their conservative voting records.

In order to depict how closely a lawmaker adheres to conservative
principles, the CLA selects from the full spectrum of issues relating to the
economy, culture, national security and government integrity. Some key
areas include taxation, spending, education, labor, licensure, regulation,
environment, life, free speech, Second Amendment rights, foreign aid,
defense priorities and global organizations, including the United Nations.
All congressional and state analyses are conducted after the adjournment
of a legislative session to ensure that no issue is neglected.

Thomas R. Bradbury
Director of Policy

Center for Legislative Accountability

Larry Hart
Senior Policy Fellow

Coleman Martinis
Policy Coordinator

James Winner
Policy Associate
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To determine legislative rankings, the CLA annually evaluates
over 105,000 bills that were introduced in Congress and every
convening state legislature running from January 1 to
December 31. 

Of those bills, the CLA ultimately selects roughly 2,000 pieces
of legislation that best illustrate how elected officials view the
role of government in an individual's life. The CLA calculates
individual scores for a total of nearly 8,000 federal and state
lawmakers based on over 157,000 votes cast on the 2,000 bills
selected. 
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Deanna Ballard*

Steve Jarvis*

Norman Sanderson*

Senate House *Perfect 100%

John Bell*

Hugh Blackwell*

George Cleveland*

Julia Howard*

Tim Moffitt*

Ben Moss*

John Szoka*
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80-89% - AWARD FOR
CONSERVATIVE ACHIEVEMENT

Senate House
Ted Alexander

Lisa Barnes

Phil Berger

Danny Britt

Jim Burgin

Kevin Corbin

David Craven

Warren Daniel

Chuck Edwards

Carl Ford

Amy Galey

Jay Adams
Dean Arp
Kristin Baker
Jamie Boles
John Bradford
William Brisson
Mark Brody
Mike Clampitt
Ted Davis
Jimmy Dixon
Jeffrey Elmore
John Faircloth
Karl Gillespie
Edward Goodwin
Dudley Greene
Destin Hall
Kyle Hall
Bobby Hanig
Jon Hardister
Kelly Hastings

Chris Humphrey
Pat Hurley
Frank Iler
Jake Johnson
Brenden Jones
Keith Kidwell
Donny Lambeth
Donnie Loftis
Pat McElraft
Jeffrey McNeely
Allen McNeill
Charles Miller
Grey Mills
Tim Moore
Erin Paré
Howard Penny
Ray Pickett
Larry Pittman
Mark Pless

Larry Potts
A. Reece Pyrtle, Jr.
Dennis Riddell
Jason Saine
Wayne Sasser
John Sauls
Mitchell Setzer
Phil Shepard
Carson Smith
Larry Strickland
John Torbett
Steve Tyson
Harry Warren
Sam Watford
Diane Wheatley
Donna White
David Willis
Lee Zachary
Jeff Zenger

Ralph Hise

Brent Jackson

Todd Johnson

Michael Lee

Tom McInnis

Paul Newton

Jim Perry

Dean Proctor

Bill Rabon

Vickie Sawyer
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U.S. SENATE STATISTICS
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NORTH CAROLINA
SENATE SCORES

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 
49

H 
149

H 
755

S 
101

S 
173

Ted Alexander R 88% 100% 91% + - + + +

Deanna Ballard R 100% 94% 91% + x + + +

Lisa Barnes R 88% 94% 89% + - + + +

Sydney Batch D 0% 33% 25% - - x - -

Ernestine Bazemore D N/A N/A N/A - x x x -

Phil Berger R 88% 94% 92% + - + + +

Dan Blue D 0% 27% 25% - - x - -

Danny Britt R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Jim Burgin R 88% 92% 89% + - + + +

Jay Chaudhuri D 0% 23% 21% - - - - -

Ben Clark D 50% 32% 40% + - + - -

Kevin Corbin R 86% 94% 85% + - + + x

David Craven R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Sarah Crawford D 0% 37% 19% - - - - -

Warren Daniel R 88% 93% 89% + - + + +

Don Davis D 25% 38% 30% + - - - -

Kirk deViere D 0% 49% 32% - - - - -

Chuck Edwards R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Milton Fitch D 0% 28% 22% - - - - -

Carl Ford R 88% 92% 92% + - + + +

Valerie Foushee D 0% 31% 20% - - - - -

Amy Galey R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Michael Garrett D 0% 37% 22% - - - - -

Kathy Harrington R N/A 93% 93% x - + x +

Ralph Hise R 88% 91% 93% + - + + +
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8(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 
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9(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 
49

H 
149

H 
755

S 
101

S 
173

Brent Jackson R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Jeff Jackson D 0% 28% 28% - - - x -

Steve Jarvis R 100% 92% 89% + x + + +

Todd Johnson R 88% 94% 92% + - + + +

Joyce Krawiec R N/A 94% 90% + x x + +

Michael Lazzara R N/A 94% 94% x - + x +

Michael Lee R 88% 94% 93% + - + + +

Paul Lowe D 0% 34% 26% - - - - -

Natasha Marcus D 0% 33% 17% - - - - -

Julie Mayfield D 0% 31% 16% - - - - -

Tom McInnis R 88% 94% 90% + - + + +

Mujtaba Mohammed D 0% 31% 18% - - - x -

Natalie Murdock D 0% 24% 13% - - - - -

Paul Newton R 88% 94% 93% + - + + +

Wiley NIckel D 0% 27% 18% - - - - -

Jim Perry R 88% 94% 92% + - + + +

Dean Proctor R 88% 94% 91% + - + + +

Bill Rabon R 88% 93% 89% + - + + +

Gladys Robinson D 0% 23% 15% - x - - -

DeAndrea Salvador D 0% 30% 15% - - - - -

Norman Sanderson R 100% 92% 92% + + + + +

Vickie Sawyer R 88% 94% 92% + - + + +

Bob Steinburg R N/A 91% 85% x - + x +

Joyce Waddell D 0% 33% 25% - - - - -

Mike Woodard D 0% 32% 28% - - - - -
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NORTH CAROLINA SENATE
VOTE DESCRIPTIONS

H 49 Making it Easier to Renew One’s Concealed Carry Permit.*  
This bill waives a state regulation requiring people who desire to renew their concealed carry permit to take a safety course if they apply for
a renewal within 180 days of the permit’s expiration date. CPAC supports the founders’ belief in the Second Amendment and supported this
bill. The Senate passed the bill on June 30, 2022 by a vote of 27-20 but the bill was vetoed by the governor. *This bill was double-weighted
because of its importance in protecting Second Amendment freedoms. 

H 149 Majorly Expanding Medicaid. 
This bill greatly expands the number of individuals eligible to receive Medicaid in North Carolina and makes some reforms to the state’s
Certificate of Need program. While CPAC believes that Certificate of Need programs are in need of reform, it greatly opposes the continued
expansion of Medicaid and opposed this bill. The Senate passed the bill on June 2, 2022 by a vote of 44-1 but the bill never received final
approval. 

H 755 Establishing a Parental Bill of Rights.*  
This bill affirms the existence of certain rights that parents possess over their children. For example, it states that parents have the right to
direct their child’s education, to make health decisions for their child, to steer their child’s moral or religious training, and to access all
education-related records associated with their child. CPAC supports strengthening parental rights and supported this bill. The Senate
passed the bill on June 1, 2022 by a vote of 28-18 but the bill never received final approval. *This bill was double-weighted because of its
importance in promoting parental rights. 

S 101 Providing for the Enforcement of Immigration Laws.*
This bill requires local law enforcement officials to cooperate with any detainer or administrative warrant issued by immigration officials.
The bill also requires local officials to check the immigration status of anyone charged with certain felonies or serious misdemeanors. CPAC
supports the enforcement of federal immigration laws and supported this bill. The Senate passed the bill on July 1, 2022 by a vote of 25-19
but the bill was vetoed by the governor. *This bill was double-weighted because of its importance in defending the Southern border.

S173 Promoting Parental Rights.  
This bill gives parents the authority to decide whether their child will wear a face mask on public school property. CPAC supports
strengthening parental rights in education and supported this bill. The Senate failed to override the governor’s veto of the bill on March 9,
2022 by a vote of 27-22 (60% was required). 



NORTH CAROLINA
HOUSE SCORES

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 

1046
H 

1174
S 

101
S 

173
S 762 

(Amd. A2)

Jay Adams R 88% 89% 85% - + + + +

Gale Adcock D 0% 33% 25% - - - - -

John Ager D 0% 35% 30% - - - - -

Kelly Alexander D N/A N/A 26% x x - - -

Vernetta Alston D 0% 26% 20% - - - - -

Dean Arp R 88% 84% 85% - + + + +

John Autry D 0% 29% 18% - - - - -

Amber Baker D 0% 33% 17% - x - - -

Kristin Baker R 88% 81% 85% - + + + +

Cynthia Ball D 0% 28% 24% - - - - -

Mary Belk D 0% 32% 22% - - - - -

John Bell R 100% 91% 87% x + + + +

Hugh Blackwell R 100% 88% 87% + + + + +

Jamie Boles R 88% 88% 87% - + + + +

John Bradford R 83% 86% 83% - x + + +

William Brisson R 88% 87% 71% - + + + +

Cecil Brockman D 0% N/A 31% - - x - -

Mark Brody R 88% 85% 87% - + + + +

Terry Brown D 0% 30% 15% x - - - -

Allen Buansi D 0% N/A 0% - - - x -

Deb Butler D 0% 33% 22% - - - - -

Becky Carney D 0% 31% 23% - - - - -

Mike Clampitt R 88% 86% 89% - + + + +

Ashton Clemmons D 0% 34% 25% - - - - -

George Cleveland R 100% 86% 92% + + + + +
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11(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 
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12(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 

1046
H 

1174
S 

101
S 

173
S 762 

(Amd. A2)

Linda Cooper-Suggs D 29% 26% 27% x + - - -

Carla Cunningham D 29% N/A 23% - + - - x

Allison Dahle D 25% 23% 27% - + - - -

Ted Davis R 83% 88% 80% - x + + +

Jimmy Dixon R 88% 93% 85% - + + + +

Jeffrey Elmore R 88% 93% 85% - + + + +

Terence Everitt D 13% 29% 27% + - - - -

John Faircloth R 88% 90% 83% - + + + +

Brian Farkas D 25% 40% 33% - - - + -

James Gailliard D 25% 40% 34% - + - - -

Terry Garrison D 0% 42% 24% - - - - -

Rosa Gill D 0% 27% 15% - - - - -

Karl Gillespie R 88% 90% 89% - + + + +

Edward Goodwin R 88% 88% 82% - + + + +

Charles Graham D N/A 53% 31% x x - + -

Dudley Greene R 88% 84% 86% - + + + +

Julie Von Haefen D N/A 26% 25% - - x - x

Destin Hall R 88% 88% 87% - + + + +

Kyle Hall R 88% 91% 82% - + + + +

Bobby Hanig R 88% 88% 84% - + + + +

Jon Hardister R 88% 88% 83% - + + + +

Wesley Harris D 0% 33% 26% - - - - -

Pricey Harrison D 13% 19% 18% + - - - -

Kelly Hastings R 88% 97% 92% - + + + +
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13(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 

1046
H 

1174
S 

101
S 

173
S 762 

(Amd. A2)

Zack Hawkins D N/A 26% 29% x x x - x

Julia Howard R 100% 80% 84% x + + + +

Chris Humphrey R 88% 91% 85% - + + + +

Rachel Hunt D 0% 33% 24% - - - - -

Howard Hunter D 43% 50% 36% x + - - +

Pat Hurley R 88% 86% 83% - + + + +

Ricky Hurtado D 25% 35% 30% - - - + -

Frank Iler R 88% 88% 84% - + + + +

Verla Insko D N/A N/A N/A x x x - x

Joe John D 25% 47% 34% - - - + -

Jake Johnson R 88% 88% 87% - + + + +

Abe Jones D 38% 37% 37% - + - - +

Brenden Jones R 88% 90% 86% - + + + +

Keith Kidwell R 88% 87% 88% - + + + +

Donny Lambeth R 88% 86% 81% - + + + +

Donnie Loftis R 88% N/A 88% - + + + +

Brandon Lofton D 0% 31% 26% - - - - -

Carolyn Logan D 0% 29% 23% - - - - x

Marvin Lucas D 33% 31% 23% - + - x -

Nasif Majeed D 38% 29% 33% - + - - +

Grier Martin D N/A 10% 17% x x - - -

Pat McElraft R 88% 88% 83% - + + + +

Jeffrey McNeely R 88% 90% 87% - + + + +

Allen McNeill R 88% 86% 82% - + + + +
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14(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 

1046
H 

1174
S 

101
S 

173
S 762 

(Amd. A2)

Graig Meyer D 0% 31% 24% - x - - -

Charles Miller R 88% 86% 87% - + + + +

Grey Mills R 88% 91% 90% - + + + +

Tim Moffitt R 100% 86% 95% x + + + +

Tim Moore R 88% 92% 90% - + + + +

Marcia Morey D 13% 23% 22% + - - - -

Ben Moss R 100% 84% 92% x + + + +

Erin Paré R 88% 85% 86% - + + + +

Howard Penny R 88% 86% 87% - + + + +

Ray Pickett R 88% 90% 89% - + + + +

Garland Pierce D 57% 35% 25% - + - + x

Larry Pittman R 88% 83% 91% - + + + +

Mark Pless R 88% 88% 88% - + + + +

Larry Potts R 88% 88% 84% - + + + +

A. Reece Pyrtle, Jr. R 88% N/A 88% - + + + +

Amos Quick D 33% 25% 26% - + x - -

Robert Reives D 0% 23% 20% x - - - -

William Richardson D N/A 36% 28% x + - x +

Dennis Riddell R 88% 83% 88% - + + + +

James Roberson D 0% 33% 17% - - - - -

David Rogers R N/A 89% 33% x x + + +

Caleb Rudow D 0% N/A 0% - - - - -

Jason Saine R 88% 86% 83% - + + + +

Wayne Sasser R 88% 92% 83% - + + + +
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15(+) : Member voted with the conservative position (-) : Member voted liberal (x) : Member was absent for the vote 
(N/a) : Member did not vote on 2/3 of the scored votes and did not receive a score for the 2022 ratings. 

Party 2022% 2021% Lifetime%
H 

1046
H 

1174
S 

101
S 

173
S 762 

(Amd. A2)

John Sauls R 83% 89% 81% - x + + +

Mitchell Setzer R 86% 77% 77% x + + + -

Phil Shepard R 88% 86% 85% - + + + +

Carson Smith R 88% 85% 84% - + + + +

Kandie Smith D 0% 27% 20% x - - - -

Raymond Smith D 29% 33% 30% - + - - x

Sarah Stevens R N/A 90% 87% - + x + x

Larry Strickland R 88% 86% 84% - + + + +

John Szoka R 100% 84% 86% x + + + +

Evelyn Terry D 0% 33% 23% x - - - -

John Torbett R 83% 86% 85% - + x + +

Brian Turner D 0% 40% 37% - - - - -

Steve Tyson R 88% 93% 90% - + + + +

Harry Warren R 88% 88% 85% - + + + +

Sam Watford R 88% 85% 79% - + + + +

Diane Wheatley R 88% 88% 88% - + + + +

Donna White R 88% 85% 82% - + + + +

Shelly Willingham D 50% 63% 32% - + - + -

David Willis R 88% 87% 87% - + + + +

Matthew Winslow R N/A 85% 85% - + x + x

Michael Wray D 63% 67% 40% - + - + +

Larry Yarborough R N/A 86% 80% x + x + +

Lee Zachary R 83% N/A 80% - x + + +

Jeff Zenger R 88% 87% 87% - + + + +
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H 1174 Urging Congress to Oppose the SEC’s Radical Climate Agenda.* 
This resolution encourages Congress to oppose a new requirement from the SEC that forces companies to disclose their Scope 3
greenhouse gas emissions. CPAC recognizes that this effort by the SEC represents an attempt to cram down ESG principles on the private
sector and supported this resolution. The House passed this resolution on June 22, 2022 by a vote of 78-31. *This bill was double-weighted
because of its importance in opposing radical Leftist ideas about the climate. 

H 1046 Expanding the Aviation Sales Tax Exemption.  
This bill broadens the sales tax carve-out for airplane parts and accessories used in the repair or maintenance of aircraft. CPAC does not
support exempting government-favored products from taxes and opposed this bill. The House passed the bill on June 8, 2022 by a vote of
96-5 but the bill was not taken up by the Senate. 

S 101 Providing for the Enforcement of Immigration Laws.*
This bill requires local law enforcement officials to cooperate with any detainer or administrative warrant issued by immigration officials.
The bill also requires local officials to check the immigration status of anyone charged with certain felonies or serious misdemeanors. CPAC
supports the enforcement of federal immigration laws and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on June 30, 2022 by a vote of 65-47
but the bill was vetoed by the governor. *This bill was double-weighted because of its importance in defending the Southern border.

S173 Promoting Parental Rights.*  
This bill gives parents the authority to decide whether their child will wear a face mask on public school property. CPAC supports
strengthening parental rights and supported this bill. The House passed the bill on February 17, 2022 by a vote of 76-42 but the bill was
vetoed by the governor. *This bill was double-weighted because of its importance in promoting parental rights. 

S 762 (Amd. A2) Increasing Bureaucratic Burdens on Farmers. 
The Meyer (CPAC Lifetime Rating 24%) amendment to S 762 adds a provision to the bill requiring that certain farm buildings receive yearly
fire inspections from the city or county. CPAC believes that this unnecessarily increases burdens on farmers and opposed this amendment.
The House defeated this amendment on June 28, 2022 by a vote of 41-71. 


